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Now that you are fully advised — all together — pronounce! 

It is to be regretted that the work of preserving the Indian languages 
of the United States, which Major Powell supposed he had inaugurated 
more than forty years ago, has reached this pass. That it has, is 
plainly due to the prevalence of German kultur in the work, with its 
devotion to phonetics and its neglect of really important features. 

No sane man will ever read this report in full. Possibly a sane man 
might start to read it, but if he persisted he would not be sane when 
he finished. Its only use will be to "fill a set." It is almost pathetic 
that funds intended for some practical benefit to the American people 
should be expended on such publications. 

J. P. Dunn 

State constitutions and the federal constitution and organic laws of the 
territories and other colonial dependencies of the United States of 
America. Compiled by Charles Kettleborough, Ph.D., director In- 
diana legislative and statistical bureau. (Indianapolis: B. F. 
Bowen and company, 1918. 1644 p.) 
As indicated by the title, this compilation contains the texts of the 
federal and state constitutions and also the organic acts relating to 
Alaska, the District of Columbia, Hawaii, Porto Rico, the Philippines, 
the Panama Canal zone, the Virgin islands, and the minor insular de- 
pendencies. The constitutions are given in the form in which they stand 
amended at the date of publication of this compilation. Where sections 
or articles have been added to the constitution since its original adoption, 
this fact is indicated. Also, where an article or section of the original 
constitution has been amended, pains have been taken to indicate the 
language of the original text as well as that of the amendment and also 
the date of the amendment. 

This compilation is a welcome addition to our apparatus for studying 
the constitutions in spite of the fact that we have Thorpe 's elaborate edi- 
tion of constitutions and organic laws issued in 1909 in seven volumes. 
This arises not only from the fact that much constitutional development 
has taken place in the last decade but also because the present work cor- 
rects many of the deficiencies in the earlier compilation. Those who are 
interested in the historical development of constitutions must use Thorpe 
with great caution in order to avoid being misled. Thus it is impossible 
to find in Thorpe the full text of the important original provision of the 
Ohio constitution of 1851 which introduced the general property tax 
into the constitution of that state for the first time. This provision, 
however, is correctly printed by Kettleborough in a footnote on page 
1080 of his collection. By relying on Thorpe, Holcombe, in his State 
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government in the United States, was misled into stating (p. 112) that 
the governor's item veto originated in the New Jersey constitution of 
1844, whereas this device was first adopted in that state by an amend- 
ment of 1875, as indicated by Kettleborough on page 930 of his com- 
pilation. The important amendment to the Colorado constitution pro- 
viding for the advisory judicial opinion, adopted in 1886, which is care- 
lessly omitted by Thorpe, is printed by Kettleborough on page 204. 

It is hardly to be expected that a work of such magnitude as this pub- 
lication involves could be entirely free from errors. The text of the 
fifteenth amendment to the constitution of the United States, which is 
apparently so elusive in character that it is omitted entirely by Thorpe, 
is printed by Kettleborough on page 10, but with two errors. As printed 
by the latter, the first few words of the amendment read: "The rights 
of the citizens," whereas the correct- version is: "The right of citizens." 
In his list of authorities, Kettleborough cites as the authority for his text 
of the constitution of Illinois the edition issued in 1914 by Secretary of 
State Woods, with annotations by C. W. Tooke. This edition, however, 
as well as that printed in the Illinois blue book for 1915-1916, contains 
certain errors, some of which Kettleborough has corrected, while others 
he has incorporated in his compilation. Thus, he has corrected the 
obviously erroneous use of the word "effect" instead of "affect" in 
article vi, section 13, line 13 of Woods' edition; but the omission of 
the word "the" before the word "laws" in article v, section 14, line 3 
and the word "of" before the word "all" in article v, section 21, line 1 
in the Woods' edition are errors which Kettleborough incorporates in 
his compilation. In such a work as this, however, it is hardly to be 
expected that errors which are not obvious and which are contained in 
editions issued under official sanction should be corrected. On the 
whole, Kettleborough 's collection of constitutions will be of great use- 
fulness to all students of those documents. 

J. M. Mathews 

History of labour in the United States. By John B. Commons and asso- 
ciates. In two volumes. (New York: Macmillan company, 1918. 
623 ; 620 p. $6.50 per set) 
The History of labour — the English spelling being followed through- 
out the book in spite of its American subject and authorship — is the 
fourth in the series of Contributions to American economic history, the 
earlier volumes of which dealt respectively with commerce, manufac- 
tures, and transportation. In these volumes emphasis was laid upon 
physical environment as a determining factor in development, but 
the present study, as Mr. Farnam points out, is concerned more with 



